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ATTACHMENT 12 – COLOR GUARD MANUAL OF ARMS 
General 
This attachment describes the Manual of Arms for Color Guard teams. Note: Illustrations used in this attachment are designed to demonstrate proper Manual of Arms procedures. They are not to be construed as accurate examples of proper uniform wear nor what style of weapons to use. 
1. At order, the flagstaff rests on the ground touching the toe of the right shoe, the staff vertical, with the back of the flagbearer’s hand to the right. 
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Figure 12-1 Order Arms (Flags at Order) 

2. Parade rest with the flag is similar to parade rest for the individual airman except the flagbearer keeps the staff vertical. 
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Figure 12-2 Flags at Parade Rest
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Figure 12-3 Port Arms (Flags at the Carry) 
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Figure 12-4 Present Arms (Flags at the Carry) 
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3. At the carry, the flagstaff rests in the socket of the sling with the flagbearer’s right hand grasping the staff at shoulder height. Both hands can be used but if one flag bearer uses two hands, they both must do so. The forearms are parallel to the ground and the staff is inclined slightly to the front. 
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Figure 12-5 Order Arms (Flags at the Carry) 
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Figure 12-6 Right Shoulder Arms (Flags at the Carry) 

4. If indoors, the flagstaff may be held vertically, in the right hand such that the ferrule is approximately 2-3 inches above the ground with the left hand held across the chest with fingers joined and extended. 
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Figure 12-7 (Optional flag carry for indoor presentation)
